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CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN WILLIAM STRAHAN 
AND DAVID HALL, 1763-1777. 

(Continued from page 234.) 

London June 26. 1770. 
Dear Davie 

Your last Letter to me was dated the 20 th of February, 
which I acknowleged in mine of April 7 th . I wrote you 
likewise May 23 d a long Letter, to which I refer. — Dr. 
Franklin shewed me a Letter from you of later Date than 
your last to me, and I think there is a Packet arrived since 
that, by neither of which Conveyances have I heard from 
you ; but I suppose you had nothing material to say. At 
present, you have to acknowlege the Eeceit of mine of Janry 
11. February 17. March 19. April 7. and May 23. of which 
I suppose I shall hear in due time. 

As I have nothing to write you relating to Business, and 
very little or nothing new to say regarding Politics, I shall 
not now trouble you with a long Letter. Since the Parlia- 
ment separated, we have been in a State of perfect Tran- 
quillity here, and, as far as I can see, are likely to continue 
so. The Truth is, all this Superstructure of Faction hath 
been raised by a few Incendiaries, who have already carried 
their Operations to the utmost. They are now by no means 
likely to increase ; so that any Defection of their present 
Number, by Death or otherwise, will reduce them to nothing, 
and then Men will naturally return to the old parliamentary 
Methods of Opposition, to which I have no Sort of Objec- 
tion, as it serves to keep the Ministry for the time being 
more attentive to the Duties of their Station, and more 
guarded in all their Conduct. During the last Session the 
present Ministry, by merely keeping their Ground, have 
well nigh ruined their Opponents. Had they had Courage 
enough to go a Step farther — to make a few Examples — it 
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would have entirely completed the Business. However, I 
am not without Hopes, that by next Sessions they will be- 
come more sensible of their real Strength, and act accord- 
ingly. It is very true, that the Spirit of Faction hath of late 
gone greater Lengths than perhaps any Government ought 
to suffer with Impunity, which implies a most singular Want 
of libility somewhere ; yet I see no Signs (as some think 
they discover) of a Consumption, or speedy Dissolution of 
our Constitution. "Were Matters carried but a very little 
farther, it would find many and great Resources, and receive 
effectual Support from Men of Sense and Property every- 
where ; nor can it, in my Mind, be either ruined or mate- 
rially hurt by the Clamour of a few self-interested Individ- 
uals about Grievances which are not felt, and Apprehensions 
which are not even understood by the Bulk of the People. 
A mere Mob in this Country, having no universally allowed 
just Cause of Complaint, and without a gallant, enterprizing, 
and sagacious Leader, can do nothing, unless joined by the 
Military, who are hitherto untainted, and of whom a single 
Regiment could easily have dispersed all the Multitudes that 
ever assembled to abett the late Riots. In Scotland they 
make a National Cause of it, and are quite unanimous in 
favour of Government : And their Union upon this Occa- 
sion is easily accounted for, as the Jacobite Party, now their 
old Cause is extinguished, from the very Nature of their 
Principles, remain firm Friends of Monarchy in opposition 
equally to Anarchy and Republicanism. 

I am sorry to perceive, by the American Papers, that the 
Disturbances in Boston rather increase than abate. I cannot 
easily conceive what the People there aim at. If the Ani- 
mosities are carried much farther, I cannot conjecture how 
they will terminate. — You must see farther into the Matter 
than I can possibly do. I am afraid they take advantage of 
our Dissentions at home, else they would not surely venture 
on committing such great Outrages. They do not well to 
avail themselves of the Timidity and Irresolution of the 
Men now at the Helm. But I will avoid forming any hasty 
Opinion of the Conduct of these People, till they have had 
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full Time and ample Opportunity to answer for themselves. 
In the mean time, I pray for the Peace, Happiness, and 
Prosperity equally, of all the British Empire. 

The Bearer of this, M r Samuel Gale, is extremely well re- 
commended to me, as an able Astronomer and Mathemati- 
cian. He has taken an invincible Inclination to visit North 
America, where he hopes to find Employment, as a Land 
Surveyor; or in some other Shape, in which he is qualified. 
As he has the Character of a very sober well-dispossed 
Young Man, I hope you will give him your Countenance, 
and, if you can, recommend him to some Business. 

You will see by the Papers, that we have lost our Lord 
Mayor ; which, at this Juncture, throws the City into a little 
Confusion. The Popular Party are likely to carry the new 
Elections, for Mayor, Sheriffs, and Member for the City ; 
but that will signify little. We are, otherwise, in absolute 
Tranquillity. 

My "Wife has been at Bath these three Weeks, and is 
already much restored. All the rest of my Family are in 
their Ordinary. I hope M ra Hall has got well again, and 
that I shall hear from you soon. Mean while, I remain as 
ever 

Dear Davie 

Yours most affectionately 

Will: Steahan. 

Delivered by M r Gale. 

(Copy.) 

London Aug' 8. 1770. 
Dear Davie 

In the Course of last Month I received yours of May 26, 
June 8 and 14. by Captains Moore, Sparks, Osborne and 
Friend, acknowledging the Receit of mine by the February 
Packet, by Capt" Sparks and Falconer, and also mine of 
April 7 by the Packet. As for the Omissions — You will 
find 3 Burrough's Reports instead of 2 you wrote for, one 
of which is for M r Moore. — The Prayer Books were sent in 
the Amelia, Villeneufoe, the London Magazines for 1737, 
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&c. in 11 Vol" by the Dolphin, Stephenson, in a Box with 
the Mag* for May, to the Care of M r Samuel Gale, by whom 
I wrote you June 26 and July 7. The rest shall be included 
in the Invoice of next Parcel, which I am getting ready as 
fast as possible. 

I have paid Bayles & Staples £4 : 14 : 6 and M r Balfour 
£3 : 16 : 9 as you desired, for which I have debit you. 

I have not yet heard from Mess ra Parr & Bulkely at Lisbon ; 
but when I do, shall be sure to advise you of it in Course. 
Hope you got a good Account of your Creditor you went in 
quest of. I purchased a Lottery Ticket for you the moment 
they were issued, which cost £14. 9. 6. The Number 2916. 
I wish you heartily good Luck with it. 

I dare say I have rather tired you with my Politicks of 
late ; but at present I have none to trouble you with. We 
are all profoundly quiet here. I wish it were so to you, 
tho' there is yet little Appearance of it. But having already 
given you my Opinion upon that important Subject, I shall 
now be silent upon it. 

The Letter I wrote to D r Franklin, with his Answer to it, 
the Governor writes his Father he had heard much of, but 
had not seen, as there had not, of late years, been any Cor- 
respondence between you. I therefore sent him another 
Copy of it by M r Gale. You was certainly right not to let 
it go out of your hands to any Person, as it was highly im- 
proper to publish it, or risk its getting into the Papers ; but 
still I could have wished that the Governor had seen it, as 
it must be agreeable to him to peruse such a Production of 
his Father's. You will at the same time, excuse me for 
expressing my Concern that there should be any Misunder- 
standing between you and him. I am always so, when this 
happens to be the Case between two People ; who are both 
worthy in themselves, and mean one another well. I intreat 
then that you will forthwith make up the Breach. If you 
think you have been aggrieved by any part of his Conduct 
(which I am convinced he never intended) the nobler it will 
be in you to make the first Step to a thorough Reconciliation. 
I am quite certain that your Difference, whatever it may be, 
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is literally a Misunderstanding. I pray you therefore to com- 
ply with my Request without Delay. I am sure you will find 
a Correspondent Disposition in him, and that you will both 
thank me for thus abruptly taking upon me the best of all 
Employments that of a Peace-maker. A single Line from 
you to him does the thing at once, and I trust to hear of 
your having complied with this my earnest Request in your 
very next Letter. The Governor has had a very critical 
Part to act during all these Turmoils ; and what is very ex- 
traordinary, and very much to his Honour, I never heard his 
Conduct arraigned in any one Instance. This adds to my 
Solicitude that two such Men as you and he, whom I love 
and esteem, should love and esteem one another. 

The late Trial of the Duke of Cumberland hath termin- 
ated much to his Dishonour. His whole Conduct in Prose- 
cution of that Intrigue was not only highly unbecoming his 
Station ; but low, puerile and unmanly to a great Degree. 
His Letters, (tho' some Allowance ought to be made for 
them as being the hasty Productions of a young Man under 
the Influence of one of the strongest Passions,) are yet so 
very incorrect and devoid of Sentiment, as to appear alto- 
gether unworthy of one who had the Advantage of a liberal 
Education. But above all, his running out of the Room, 
when he was discovered with his Mistress, and then offering 
to take his Bible Oath he had not been there, will ever be 
remembered to his Discredit. To say the Truth, it is really 
shocking to find a Member of the Royal Family, and nearly 
allied to our Sovereign, so very much underbred. I know 
not where the Fault lies, but I see our Mock-Patriots are 
making their own Use of this imprudent and unfortunate 
Event to traduce the whole Family. 

The Fire at Portsmouth was probably the Deed of some 
of the worthless "Workmen about the Yard, not of the 
French. There is not the smallest Appearance of a War 
with them, or with any other Power. And all you have 
seen in the Papers about a Change of Ministry is absolutely 
without Foundation. No Application has been or is in- 
tended to be made to Lord Chatham ; and Lord Northing- 
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ton came to Town, purely because he was tired of the 
Country, in order to hire a House for a Town Residence. 
All these Paragraphs are artfully published to impress 
People at a Distance with a Notion of the Instability of our 
Councils, and are well calculated to keep up a Spirit of Dis- 
content and Opposition; but I hope without Effect, My 
"Wife is still at Bath. The rest of my Family are now at 
home, and join me in kindest remembrance of you and 
yours. My Love to M rs Hall. I am Dear Davie 
Most affectionately Yours 

Will: Strahan 

London August 24. 1770. 
Dear Davie 

The original of the above I hope you received by the last 
Packett, tho' I am somewhat apprehensive it was rather too 
late. I now send you your last Order, (amounting to 
£215 : 19 : 9) as complete as possible, which I hope will 
reach you safe. 

No News stirring at present. — The New York Merchants 
here, in consequence of Orders from thence by the last 
Packett, are shipping large Quantities of all Sorts of our 
Manufactures ; those for "Woolen Goods, in particular, are 
so extensive, that there are not enough in the Markett, I am 
well assured, to supply them. Thus the Ice being now 
broke, the other Colonies must soon follow their Example. 
I wish from my Heart yours had yielded first. I know the 
good Disposition of the Ministry towards you, and I have long 
thought the Matter now in Dispute between us a mere Bag- 
atelle. In such a Situation of Things it is very natural for 
honest Men to grow warm, and to be alarmed for their Lib- 
erties, as thinking them in real Danger. This, in them, is 
very excuseable. But the artful and factious part of the 
Community make their own Advantage of public Misappre- 
hensions, and blow the Flame. This has been the Case 
now : For I am very well assured, that many of the most 
zealous Sticklers for Non-importation have themselves been 
underhand concerned in large clandestine Importations; and 
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I know too, that several of the Colonies (and yours in par- 
ticular) have been, from time to time, encouraged to hold 
out by Letters from England, which, in my Opinion, had 
better been let alone. — I will not farther enlarge, tho' I 
could say a great deal more. I shall only add, that upon 
such Occasions, honest Men are generally the greatest Suf- 
ferers, by permitting themselves to be duped by the Artful 
and Designing. I never thought it was worth your while 
to stand out upon the Tea Duty ; and I always imagined, 
what has now come to pass, that you could not, in the Na- 
ture of Things, hold out long without a Free-Importation; 
and that, even if you could, for any Length of time, all the 
Colonies would never continue long of one Mind. To sup- 
pose that they would, they must all be composed of honest 
Men without Exception. But of such, neither the Continent 
of America, nor any other Continent, consists. 

My "Wife, having got pure well again at Bath, now talks 
of returning home. All the rest of my Family are in their 
Ordinary. I am and have been for some time, extremely 
busy, having not only my own particular Affairs, but the 
whole Concerns of King's Printer and Law Printer, upon 
my Hands ; by all which you cannot conceive in what con- 
stant Employment I am kept, and what uninterrupted At- 
tention they require. 

I expect M r Balfour from Edinburgh next Week, who 
comes here almost purposely to pay me a Visit. — I wish you 
were here likewise to give him the Meeting. — I have, at your 
Desire, long forebore to mention your coming here ; but I 
must beg leave to ask you once more, Do you ever intend to 
visit your native Country ? I have yet had no Letters from 
Lisbon. When I have, you shall know. I remain 
Dear Davie 

Yours most affectionately 

Will: Strahan. 
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London Nov'. 7, 1770. 
Dear Davie 

I wrote you Aug" 8. by the Packett — Aug 8 ' 24 by Cap- 
tain Sparks, and Oct' 6 by the Packett. — To which I refer. 

I am since favoured with yours of Sept r 15, owning the 
Receit of all my Letters except the above mentioned. In 
my last I acknowleged the Receit of £200 from Parr and 
Bulkeley at Lisbon, and inclosed is the State of our Account 
as it now stands in my Books, and which I hope will tally 
with yours ; as in my Letter of July 5. 1769. I accounted 
for and adjusted all the Differences which then subsisted 
between yours and mine. When Mess 1 * Parr and Bulkeley 
make me any farther Remittance I shall duly advise you. 
You need never send me Bills but with your own Conve- 
niency ; for you know, from the beginning of our Dealings 
to this Day, I have never had Occasion to say a "Word upon 
that subject, unless it was highly to praise your singular 
Punctuality which I once more sincerely thank you for. I 
believe there is hardly such another Correspondent, any- 
where, with regard to that Particular. 

The Index to the Monthly Review, as far as yet printed 
(and indeed the only Copy of it I could get) was sent in the 
Parcel of August 24.— The London Mag. for 1737, 39, 49, 
&c. in 11 Volumes ^ b d was sejit by the Dolphin, Stevenson, 
June 28. along with M r Gale, and were put in a Box marked, 
Samuel Gale, Stores. — I hope you received it from him. It 
contained also the Mag" for May, and 75 Fisher's Compan- 
ion—The 200 Smallest Fables, and 1 Croxall's Esop still 
wanting, shall be sent with next Parcel. — This is all I think 
I have to say at present with Respect to Business. 

As for Politics — Since last Session of Parliament, the 
Opposition have lost three of their principal Members — 
Beckford, our late Mayor, a bold and ready Tool in the 
Hands of Lord Chatham, equal to the most daring and 
hazardous Services, whose Assurance could not be daunted, 
and whose Thirst after political Mischief was unquench- 
able — Lord Granby, who tho' in his own Nature easy, hu- 
mane, and generous, was yet to be dreaded from his Facility 



354 Correspondence between William Strahan and David Hall. 

and "Weakness, from his Love of low Popularity, from the 
Influence this gave him among the Soldiery, and from his 
heing in a manner obliged, by pecuniary Obligations, to 
adopt the Politicks of Men who had sinister Views in all 
their Conduct, and were in every Respect inferior to himself, 
who always meant well, whatever Construction might have 
been put upon his late Conduct in Parliament. — And lastly, 
George Grenville, who is now past Recovery, and cannot, I 
am well assured, live many Weeks. He was, in truth, the 
chief Pillar of the Opposition, and kept them united : For 
as he was personally obnoxious to the King, who had deter- 
mined, I believe, never again to employ him, and his Rank 
among the Party must have for ever prevented any Overture 
for an Accommodation in which he was not comprehended, 
he alone, in a Manner, rendered them permanent and for- 
midable. — In the whole House of Commons there are not 
three Men in Opposition, of equal "Weight and Consideration. 

Our Patriots made a very ridiculous Figure last Wednes- 
day in Westminster-hall, a particular Account of which you 
will find in the Chronicle. It is, I hope, the last EtFort of 
an expiring Faction that hath too long disgraced this Coun- 
try. I am told also that they are beginning to fall out 
among themselves, and that one Party of them threaten to 
expose the Operations of the other by a Publication of their 
Conduct for some time past. If that really takes place, you 
will then be convinced how very contemptible and few in 
Number are the Men who have made the Bustle, that hath 
given People, at a Distance in particular, so much alarm and 
uneasiness. Even Wilkes himself is almost tired out ; for 
he told a Friend of his the other Pay, who met him in the 
Street, and asked him how he did : lam pretty well, answered 
he, but damnably sick of Wilkes and Liberty. 

With regard to our Dispute with Spain, I can assure you 
from the best Authority, it is now reduced to a mere Punc- 
tilio, and that there is no doubt of their Submission. The 
French Court too dread nothing so much as breaking with 
us at present. These important Particulars you may depend 
on. But if, contrary to all reasonable Expectation, the pres- 
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ent Misunderstanding should at length terminate in a "War, 
I know our Fleet is in excellent Order ; that 18 ships of the 
Line, with a great number of Frigates, are already manned, 
and can put to Sea in a "Week ; that 50 more can be ready 
in a few Months ; and that the whole Nation, from their nat- 
ural Restlessness and Fickleness, are quite alive and alert 
in contemplation of a Rupture with their antient Enemies. 

As for our Finances I have likewise the Pleasure to tell 
you, from the highest Authority, that, in spite of the sup- 
posed Stagnation of our Trade to America, the Sinking 
Fund this year (viz. from Michaelmas 1769. to Michaelmas 
last) amounts to £2,833,860, which is just £421,074 more 
than it was last year : A Sum which, together with an addi- 
tional Shilling Land-tax, is sufficient to carry on a Naval 
"War, without laying any additional Burthen upon the 
People. A Situation this, which our Enemies know, and 
tremble at. 

I hope it is true, what our Newspapers tell us, that your 
Province hath followed the Example of that of New York, 
and have agreed to import after the 19th of January. In 
this I think you do well, whatever other People may say to 
the Contrary. I have now had Occasion to hear every Thing 
that can be offered on both sides of this important Question, 
have nothing earthly to biass me, and have considered it in 
the fullest and most dispassionate Manner I was capable of. — 
The Result is, That I think a Separation or a long-subsisting 
Difference between Britain and her Colonies equally preju- 
dicial to both. — That many and great Iuconveniencies would 
arise to both, if ever Money is raised upon the Subject, for 
the Benefit and Security of the whole British Umpire, in any 
other way than by Parliament, who alone have constitution- 
ally the Power of making Laws to bind all the King's Do- 
minions. — That it requires no great Penetration to foresee 
the Ruin of Great Britain (and of consequence the Ruin of 
all her Domains everywhere) if ever the Doctrine of no Tax- 
ation in America should be established by Law : And, lastly, 
That it is apparently unreasonable that the Mother Country, 
already drained of her Blood and Treasure in supporting, 
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defending, and enlarging her Colonies should bear the whole 
Expence of the British Navy, without whose Protection they 
might soon become a Prey to Foreign Powers. In answer' 
to those who say, Why not make Demands upon the Amer- 
icans for stipulated Sums by way of Requisition, and let them 
raise money as shall be most agreeable to themselves. — I 
shall only briefly observe, That this is granted them for their 
own separate internal Police tho' not for national Purposes ; 
that in the way proposed the different Provinces would be 
perpetually qxiarrelling about their respective Proportions, 
and as the Parliament are fully as incapable Judges of the 
Sums each Colony could afford to give, as of the best Man- 
ner of raising them, they would, in all likelihood, dispute 
the Quota required, and many and great Squabbles must 
ensue. It is the peculiar Happiness of the British State, 
That y° Parliament's Power hath hitherto been in general 
satisfactory to the People, and that they acquiese in its Regu- 
lations, which in similar Cases no arbitrary Prince durst 
risk ; To this Power we, in a great Measure, owe our Wealth 
and Consideration. — Taxes upon Consumption will always 
follow Properly, and the Parliament are as good Judges as 
the People what Articles will best bear taxing. If they err 
in any Case, they seldom fail to alter upon proper Represen- 
tation. The Americans ought therefore to contribute to the 
Support of (he whole in such Proportion as they are able, 
since they avail themselves of those Laws made by Parlia- 
ment for the Protection of their Lives and Properties, and 
enjoy, in common with all British Subjects, the Protection 
of her Fleets and Armies. — But it is alleged, That America 
pays Britain her Proportion of Taxes by the advanced Price 
she pays for her Manufactures. — To this it may be answered, 
that Britain is by Law, as in truth, it ought to be, to give 
the Colonies a Preference of their Consumption of every 
Species of Produce they can raise, and pay, without mur- 
muring, considerable Bounties on their Importation, which 
were we at Liberty to supply ourselves with from Foreigners, 
some People aver, would be a saving of nearly as much as 
would pay for all the British Manufactures consumed in the 
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Colonies ; that we are loaded with an enormous Debt, much 
of it contracted in last "War on your Ace' and that you pay 
no Duties upon Salt, Soap, Candles, Leather, &c. &c. &c. 
which lie very heavy on the Common People here : But as 
I do not pretend to be Master of this intricate Subject, I will 
not now trespass on your Patience farther. 

Hitherto, my dear Friend, I have with the utmost Open- 
ness and Candor ; and the best of my Judgment commu- 
nicated to you, from time to time, my Thoughts upon this 
and other Subjects of the like Mature: But you neither 
favour me with yours, nor even with any Observations upon 
mine ; whence I begin to think my Politics now begin to be 
disagreeable to you. If so, the least Hint from you will 
prevent all farther trouble to you on this Head. An open 
and free Communication of Sentiments between Friends 
ought to be mutual. 

Next Week the Parliament assembles, when we shall soon 
see what turn public Affairs will take. If I am not misin- 
formed the Parliament will not take off the Duty on Tea; 
nor give up their Right of Taxation in America. I most 
eincerely wish this and every future Dispute may terminate 
so as best to promote the Prosperity and Happiness of the 
Whole. I can never be brought to think our Interests are, 
or ought to be, separate. 

My Family are at present purely, and join in kind Remem- 
brance of you and yours. I am ever, with unalterable 
Esteem and Affection 
Dear Davie 

Most cordially and faithfully Yours 

Will: Stkahan. 

Dr. Franklin is in perfect Health, and writes many Let- 
ters, I suppose, by this Packett. — He and I differ widely in 
our American Politics, which I am heartily sorry for, as I 
esteem him highly. — But tho' we differ we do not disagree; 
and must ever be good Friends, as I trust we aim at both 
the same End, tho' we differ in the Means. 

(To -be continued.) 



